Unveiling of
the “Equipment for muzzle loading cannon”
information board on 22 January 2020

Kohler Signs the sponsor of the new information board is a family-owned and managed
business established in August 2003. The owners, Lloyd and Gerard Kohler, combined a total
of 40 years of respective engineering and production management skills to enter the niche
market of road sign manufacture. Within five years of commencing operations, they have
become leaders in their field of expertise in Cape Town and its surroundings.

Kohler Signs, design, manufacture and install the full range of road signs available to Southern
African Development Community (SADC) standards, SA Road Traffic Act requirements and to
National, Provincial and Municipal specifications.

www.kohlersigns.co.za
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Lloyd and Russel Kohler had the honour of unveiling our second Information Board.
Nicole Koopman, Marketing Manager at Nitida Wine Cellars (Pty) Ltd was the Designer for the
new Nitida Cannon Station Information board, based on the information received from the
NCS team. www.hitida.co.za




Equipment for muzzle loading cannon information board

EQUIPMENT FOR MUZZLE LOADING CANNON

The Gunners needed a wide range of equipment with which to aim, load, fire and maintain muzzle loading cannon.

The Worm, a pole with tines made
of Copper or Brass at the front end
was inserted into the barrel to
remove any debris from a
previously fired charge.

The Ladle or Scoop made from
copper or brass was used to insert
the charge into the barrel, or to
scoop the correct quantity of black
powder out of the powder vat
when there was no opportunity to
make charges of black powder
poured in to linen bags.

The Linstock with slow match was
used to put fire to the cannon.
The slow match was held in
position by the holder attached to
the one end of the linstock. The
slow match was a loosly wound
cord consisting of 3 strands of
hemp which had been soaked in a
solution of salpetre and alcohol.

The Apron made from lead, was
used to cover the vent of a cannon
to keep the charge dry, the vent
clean and dry and to prevent
accidental firing caused by flying
embers.

The Sponge made from sheepskin
on one end of the pole, was
dipped into water and inserted
into the barrel before loading and
after each shot fired. This was to
ensure that no glowing embers
were present before loading the
next shot.

The Rammer consisted of a
cylindrical hardwood head at one
end of the pole, and was used to
ram the charge firmly into the back
of the barrel.

The Vent Reamer made from
copper or brass was inserted
through the vent and used to
pierce a hole through the powder
bag to ensure that the flame could
pass uniterrupted from priming
powder to the main charge when
firing.

The Powder Horn was used to
hold fine gun powder which was
used to prime the vent of the
cannon.

QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT

The Handspike

A wooden pole with one square end was used to lift the breeches of the cannon
when the guoin was adjusted for elevation, and for any work that required a lever.

The Quoin was used
to adjust the elevation
of the cannon with the
help of a handspike.

The Powder Bucket
with a cylindrical
leather body, strap
handle and interior
lined with linen, Some
were decorated with
coat of arms.

The Water Bucket
with VOC mark
(Vereenigde
Oost-Indische
Compagnie)




Yeah, the ecnd informatign Russel performing a Sabrage
board is up!!! under the watchful eye of Dad Lloyd

Lloyd firing 9 pounder RML Fieldgun MK II

Should you be interested in firing a cannon, or would like more information regarding the
displayed cannon, please contact us

E mail: info@nitidacannonstation.co.za
Web site: www.nitidacannonstation.co.za
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